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Job Search Experiences and Career Satisfaction Among Recent Archives
We're encouraging people to share this survey widely. Answers to this question will help us evaluate how far the survey 
spread. 
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These questions determine if you're eligible for our survey. If you answer "before 2007" for Question 2 or "No" for Question 
3, you aren't eligible and you'll be automatically skipped to the end. 
2. When did you graduate from a graduate program (in archives, library science, history, 
or a related field)? If you graduated from multiple programs, choose the one you attended 
before starting your job search in archives.
3. Did this program have an archival education component? (This component might be 
an archives degree or concentration, or coursework in archives. If you didn't take any 
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4. What type of graduate degree did you earn? (Choose the same degree you used when 
answering the previous question.)
5. When you entered grad school, did you have a specific type of archives job in mind?
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6. Please indicate all degrees you hold. If you hold a second BA/BS, MA/MS, etc., or a 
degree not listed here, please describe in Other/Comments. (Select all that apply.)
7. By the time you graduated, how many years of full­time equivalent (FTE) experience did 
you have in the archives field? Include paid and unpaid work experience. (For example, if 
you worked 20 hours a week for a year, you would have 0.5 years of FTE experience.)
 
8. By the time you graduated, how many internships/volunteer projects/or practicums 
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9. Have you found a job post­graduation? (Please consider any paid employment, in any 
field, when answering this question.)
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10. Estimate how many positions you applied for before landing your first job.
11. How long did it take from beginning your job search to being offered the first position 
you accepted?
12. How many interviews did you receive during your job search?
 
13. How many job offers did you receive during your job search?
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14. How would you best describe the position type of your first job?
15. Were you satisfied with the position type of your first job?
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16. Which setting best describes the type of institution of your first job? 
 






















































Job Search Experiences and Career Satisfaction Among Recent Archives
17. How would you best describe the employment status of your first job?
18. Were you satisfied with the employment status of your first job?
19. Did this job require your degree? (This question refers to the degree you earned before 
starting your job search.) 
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20. How geographically broad was your job search?
21. Did you need to relocate for your position?
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24. How long have you been searching for a position?
25. Are you searching for a position that is exclusively archives related?
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26. Which setting best describes the type of institution in which you would like to work? 
Choose all that apply.
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27. Estimate how many positions you have applied for thus far during your job search:
28. How many interviews have you received?
 
29. Have you received any job offers?
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30. How many job offers did you receive?
 
31. Why did you turn down these job offers?
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32. How geographically broad is your job search?
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33. How would you best describe your current job or jobs? Please select all that apply:
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34. How would you best describe your employment status?
35. Go to http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu and find your city or county. Find the living 
wage for one adult in your area, and multiply it by 2080 (the number of full­time work hours 
in a year). Is your yearly income (from all employment) equal to or higher than this 
amount?
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36. Are you satisfied with the job or jobs you’ve had since graduating?
37. Have your job or jobs since graduation required your degree?
38. Have your job or jobs since graduation required an archives degree or coursework in 
archives?
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39. In your experience, has the archival education you received been useful in your post­
graduation employment? (Please answer this question even if you haven’t worked in an 
archival position since graduation.)
40. If you had the choice to make again, would you still choose to attend a graduate 
program in archives?
41. If you had the choice to make again, would you make any changes to your graduate 
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42. Imagine that a friend of yours is considering attending an archives program in the next 
year and asks for your opinion. Would you recommend it? (Please provide a more detailed 
answer in the Comments box.)
43. Since graduation, have your career choices affected your finances? (Responses can 
be positive or negative.)
 
44. Since graduation, have your career choices affected your personal and family life? 
(Examples might include, but not be limited to: altering or delaying plans to have children, 
moving farther away from or closer to your family, decisions about romantic partners, 
decisions about marriage and divorce, etc. Responses can be positive or negative.)
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All done! To thank you for taking our survey, here's a picture of some cute kitties. 
 
(From George Eastman House on Flickr Commons, 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/george_eastman_house/5229059399)
 
 
